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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1962. 

T 0 the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962. 

During  the  year,  the  results  of  the  Census  taken  in  April, 
1961,  became  available,  which  showed  a slight  increase  in  our  total 
population.  The  exact  figures  of  the  total  population  of  each 
parish  were  also  given.  These  were  badly  needed  for  they  be- 
came difficult  to  estimate  in  the  intervening  years  between  each 
Census. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  during,  the  year 
for  Measles  cases  were  low  in  number.  A mild  type  of  Dysentery 
was  troublesome  in  certain  parishes,  chiefly  affecting  young 
school  children. 

The  controversial  question  of  fluoridation  of  water  supplies 
was  much  discussed,  following  the  recommendation  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  who  considered  that  it  is  the  best  means  we  have  of 
preventing  the  decay  of  children’s  teeth,  for  prevention  is  better 
than  cure  and  less  costly.  It  would  also  relieve  the  strain  on 
school  dentists  who  are  almost  impossible  to  obtain,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  private  dentistry  is  financially  more  rewarding. 

Regarding  housing,  we  have  inherited  a legacy  of  the  days 
when  there  was  no  town  planning  or  control  over  building  develop- 
ment in  our  district.  These  houses  have  become  an  eye-sore  in 
many  parishes  and  are  gradually  being  dealt  with  under  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme. 
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The  old  people’s  bungalows  have  proved  to  be  a “god-send”  and 
have  given  to  many  of  our  old  people  the  comfort  they  deserve 
in  their  later  years  of  life. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
his  staff  who  have  had  a lot  of  extra  work  in  coping  with  the 
Dysentery  outbreaks. 

I must  pay  special  tribute  to  Miss  Olwen  Davies  for  her  help 
in  compiling  this  report. 

Finally,  I must  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  KENRICK  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 



72,370 

Population,  R.G.'s  Estimate,  1962,  Mid-Annual 

62,380 

Population,  Density  per  acre 

0.86 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

20.916 

Number  of  Inhabited  Council  Houses 

7,037 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate,  1961 — 1962 

^2,122  : 

17s.  7d. 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Comparability  Factor.  1.00  (Births). 

1.16  (Deaths). 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

657 

446 

1002 

Illegitimate 

21 

22 

43 

Totals 

678 

467 

1,045 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population.  Crude 

16.76 

Adjusted 

16.76 

England  and  Wales  18.0 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births 

4.11 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

9 

11 

20 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Totals 

9 

12 

21 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Live  and 

Still  Births 

19.7 

England  and  Wales 

18.1 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (LIVE  AND  STILL). 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

666 

456 

1022 

Illegitimate 

21 

23 

44 

Totals 

687 

479 

1066 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

411 

328 

739 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population.  Crude 

11.85 

Adjusted 

13.63 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

F. 

Total. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births — 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

17 

8 

25 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

17 

8 

26 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  total  Live  Births  23  92 

England  and  Wales  21.4 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  24.95 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 month  per 

1000  Total  Live  Births) 19.14 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

iOOO  total  live  births).  1(5.27 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births)  35.65 


WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

1962. 

TABLE  1. 


Parish 

Acreage 

Number  of 
Houses 
1962 

Population 

I.Estim.) 

Density  of 
Population 
per  acre 

Rateable 
V a' ue 

Abenbury 

1717 

110 

455 

0.26 

£ 

14,552 

Allington 

3578 

501 

1636 

0.46 

12,908 

Bersham 

1784 

1513 

4084 

2.29 

27,593 

Bieston 

1683 

57 

276 

0.16 

4,798 

Broughton 

1089 

2300 

6733 

6.18 

34,788 

Brymbo 

2543 

1281 

3894 

1.63 

57,514 

Burton 

2869 

258 

739 

0.26 

5,471 

Cefn 

1876 

2201 

623  5 

3.32 

55,773 

Erbistock 

2919 

134 

403 

0.14 

2,717 

Erddig 

287 

9 

17 

0.06 

1,001 

Esc.  Above 

3953 

183 

417 

0.11 

4,220 

Esc.  Below  

1640 

849 

2711 

1.65 

25,287 

Gresford 

1099 

689 

2063 

1.88 

21,970 

Gwersyllt 

2103 

2043 

6603 

3.14 

38,746 

Holt 

2912 

346 

1038 

0.36 

6,226 

Isycoed 

3532 

98 

372 

0.11 

32,418 

Llangollen  R 

9953 

916 

2358 

0.24 

18,950 

Llantysilio 

5163 

197 

470 

0.09 

3,049 

Llay 

2251 

1010 

3604 

1.60 

33,266 

Marchwiel 

3389 

295 

824 

0.24 

11,917 

Minera 

1393 

427 

1226 

0.8S 

8,118 

Penycae 

4694 

1005 

3027 

0.64 

14,962 

Rhos 

1441 

3296 

9487 

6.58 

53,378 

Ruabon 

5906 

1100 

3377 

0.57 

29,450 

Sesswick 
Gas  & Elec.  Bds. 

2596 

98 

336 

0.13 

5,570 

26,141 

Totals 

72,370 

20,916 

62,380 

0.86 

550,782 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate — 1961/1962 — ;£2,122  17s.  7d. 
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TABLE  2. 


ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Parish 

Es- 

tim- 

ated 

Pop. 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

un- 

der 

one 

year 

Inft. 

Mori. 

Rate 

per 

1000 

births 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Abenbury 

455 

5 

4 

9 

19.78 

2 

4.40 

Allington 

1636 

14 

14 

28 

17.11 

16 

9.78 

1 

35.71 

Bersham 

4084 

33 

30 

63 

15.43 

67 

16.41 

2 

31.75 

Bieston 

21 G 

4 

1 

5 

18.12 

2 

7.25 

Broughton 

6733 

74 

55 

129 

19.16 

83 

12.33 

3 

23.26 

Brymbo 

3894 

36 

42 

78 

20.03 

46 

11.81 

1 

12.82 

Burton 

739 

2 

2 

4 

5.41 

9 

12.18 

Cefn 

6230 

63 

41 

104 

16.69 

60 

9.63 

2 

19.23 

Erbistock 

403 

8 

1 

9 

22.33 

3 

7.44 

Erddig 

17 

Esc.  Above 

417 

3 

2 

5 

11.99 

4 

9.59 

Esc.  Below 

2711 

27 

18 

45 

16.60 

34 

12.54 

3 

66.66 

Gresford 

2063 

23 

20 

43 

20.84 

32 

15.51 

Gwersyllt 

6603 

70 

57 

127 

19.23 

67 

10.15 

1 

7.87 

Holt 

1038 

5 

7 

12 

11.56 

10 

9.63 

Isycoed  

372 

5 

6 

11 

29.57 

2 

5.38 

Llan.  R 

2358 

18 

11 

29 

12.30 

34 

14.42 

Llantysilio 

470 

3 

1 

4 

8.51 

5 

10  61 

LI  ay 

3604 

32 

30 

62 

17.20 

37 

10.27 

3 

48.39 

Marchwiel 

824 

4 

9 

13 

15.75 

13 

15.78 

1 

7.69 

Minera 

1226 

11 

6 

17 

13.87 

25 

20.39 

Penycae  ... 

3027 

32 

25 

57 

18.83 

38 

12.55 

2 

35.09 

Rhos 

9,487 

73 

62 

135 

14.23 

115 

12.12 

5 

37.05 

Ruabon 

3377 

29 

22 

51 

15.10 

33 

9.77 

1 

19.61 

Sesswick 

336 

4 

1 

5 

14.88 

2 

5.95 

Totals 

62,380 

578 

467 

1045 

16.75 

739 

11.85 

25 

23.92 

THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

The  estimated  population  for  1962  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  62,380,  as  compared  to  an  estimate  of  62,250  in 
1961.  The  Census  figure  showed  that  the  actual  population  in 
1961  was  62,338.  There  has,  therefore,  been  an  increase  of  48 
since  the  census  was  taken.  We  have  also  been  able  to  get  an 
accurate  figure  for  the  population  of  each  parish.  These  have 
shown  considerable  fluctuation  in  recent  years,  on  account  of 
slum  clearance  in  some  places  and  the  building  of  new  housing 
estates  in  others.  One  outstanding  example  of  this  is  that  Rhos 
has  lost  almost  one  thousand  inhabitants  to  Penycae.  Table  2 
shows  the  changes  in  population  that  have  occurred  in  each  parish 
within  the  last  10  years. 
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COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 

These  factors  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  to  enable 
the  crude  birth  and  death  rates  to  be  adjusted  for  more  accurate 
comparison  with  other  districts  and  towns  in  respect  of  age  and 
sex  distribution. 

The  figure  for  births  was  1.00  and  that  for  deaths  1.15. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  during  1962  was  1,045  as 
compared  to  1,017  in  1961  and  968  in  1960.  These  figures  show 
that  there  has  been  a gradual  increase  in  the  births  during  the 
last  three  years. 

The  total  births  included  578  boys  and  467  girls,  so  that  the 
boys  had  a large  majority  of  111,  whereas  they  had  only  a majority 
of  31  in  1961. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  was  43,  as  compared 
to  30  in  1961  and  26  in  1960.  These  figures  show  that  illegit- 
imacy has  increased  each  year  and  is  an  index  of  the  moral 
standards  of  the  times.  Of  these  43  illegitimate  infants,  21  were 
boys  and  22  were  girls. 

716  of  the  births  took  place  at  Maternity  Hospitals,  namely  : 


Maelor  Hospital,  Wrexham  639 

Chirk  Cottage  Hospital  5 

Llangollen  Cottage  Hospital  72 


while  329  babies  were  born  in  their  own  homes. 

The  illegitimate  children  born  in  our  district  are  well  cared 
for  at  Bersham  Hall,  when  necessary.  Adoption  into  good  homes 
is  arranged  when  desired. 
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TABLE  8. 


BIRTHS. 


Parish. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Totat. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

5 

4 

9 

Allington 

12 

14 

2 

28 

Bersham 

32 

30 

1 

63 

Bieston 

4 

1 

6 

Broughton 

74 

60 

5 

129 

Brymbo 

34 

40 

2 

2 

78 

Burton 

2 

2 

4 

Cefn 

62 

39 

1 

2 

104 

Erbistock 

8 

1 

9 

Erddig 
Esc.  Above 

3 

2 

5 

Esc.  Below 

26 

17 

2 

1 

45 

Gres  ford 

22 

20 

1 

43 

Gwersyllt 

66 

66 

4 

1 

127 

Holt  

5 

7 

12 

Isycoed 

5 

6 

11 

Llangollen  R 

17 

11 

1 

29 

Llantysilio 

3 

1 

4 

Llay  

32 

26 

4 

62 

Marchw  iel 

4 

fi 

1 

13 

Minera 

11 

6 

17 

Penycae 

30 

25 

2 

57 

Rhos 

70 

58 

3 

4 

135 

Ruabon 

27 

20 

2 

2 

51 

Sesswick 

4 

1 

.._ 

5 

Totals 

657 

445 

21 

22 

1045 

716  Births  took  place  in  Hospital. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

The  birth  rate  for  1962  was  16.75  as  compared  to  16.34  in 
1961.  That  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.0.  This  shows  that 
our  birth  rate  is  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole,  but  has 
increased  slightly  on  the  figure  for  1961., 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

There  was  a total  of  21  still  births  during  the  year.  This 
compares  with  24  in  1961,  and  shows  a slight  improvement  in 
this  wastage  of  infant  life. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  19.7  as  compared  to  23.05  in  1961. 
That  for  England  and  Wales  was  18.1. 
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DEATHS. 

There  was  a total  of  739  deaths  during  1962  as  compared  to 
748  in  1961,  which  shows  a reduction  of  9 in  number,  and  follows 
a reduction  of  8 in  1960,  which  figures  are  a satisfactory  pointer 
as  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

The  total  deaths  included  411  males  and  328  females,  so  tliat 
we  find  that  83  more  men  died  than  women. 

TABLE  4. 

DEATHS. 


Parish. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under 
One  year  of  age. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

1 

1 

2 

Allington 

9 

6 

1 

16 

Bersham 

38 

27 

1 

1 

67 

Bieston 

1 

1 

2 

Broughton 

42 

38 

2 

1 

83 

Brymbo 

22 

23 

1 

46 

Burton 

4 

6 

9 

Cefn  

32 

26 

2 

60 

Erbistock 

2 

1 

3 

Erddig 

Esc.  Above  

2 

2 

4 

Esc.  Below 

16 

15 

2 

1 

34 

Gres  ford 

18 

14 

32 

Gwersyllt 

37 

29 

1 

67 

Holt  

5 

5 

10 

Isycoed 

1 

1 

2 

Llan.  Rural  

21 

13 

34 

Llantysilio 

4 

1 

6 

Llay  

21 

13 

2 

1 

37 

Marchwiel 

4 

8 

1 

13 

Minera 

16 

9 

25 

Penycae 

19 

17 

2 

38 

Rhos  

63 

47 

3 

2 

115 

Ruabon 

14 

18 

1 

33 

Sesswick 

2 

2 

Totals 

394 

320 

17 

8 

739 

There  were  no  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year. 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  11.85  but  the  adjusted  rate  was 
13.63  as  compared  to  13.82  in  1961.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.9. 

For  an  industrial  area,  our  death  rate  does  not  make  a bad 
comparison  with  England  and  Wales. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  total  number  of  infants  who  died  below  the  age  of  12 
months  was  25,  which  is  exactly  the  same  figure  as  for  1961. 

This  figure  included  17  boys  and  8 girls  and  were  all  legitimate. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  1962  was  23.92  as  compared 
to  24.59  in  1961.  That  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.4. 

Most  of  the  deaths  occurred  before  the  infants  attained  the 
age  of  one  month. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  two  main  causes  of  death  each  year  are  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation,  which  caused  370  deaths,  and  cancer  which 
caused  139  deaths.  Together  they  accounted  for  509  of  the  total 
of  739  deaths.  There  were  110  deaths  from  coronary  throm- 
bosis, which  is  said  to  be  on  the  increase  throughout  the  country, 
but  this  was  not  the  case  in  our  district  for  there  were  116  deaths 
from  it  in  1961.  More  men  than  women  die  of  this  complaint, 
usually  in  middle  age,  when  they  are  most  needed  to  support 
their  families,  so  the  the  consequences  to  the  family  security  can 
be  disastrous. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  is  also  said  to  be  on  the 
increase  throughout  the  country  but  there  was  no  increase  in  this 
district.  The  total  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  1962  was  29  as 
compared  to  30  in  1961.  Of  these  29  deaths,  26  were  men  and 
3 were  women,  which  shows  what  a remarkable  difference  there 
is  in  the  sexes,  even  though  women  have  now  been  smoking  as 
many  cigarettes  as  men  for  the  last  20  years.  One  can  only 
conclude  that  they  have  a peculiar  resistance  to  the  disease. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  deaths  from  lung  cancer  have 
increased  over  the  years  in  proportion  with  the  increase  in  cig- 
arette smoking.  Campaigns  to  induce  people  to  stop  smoking  have 
so  far  proved  ‘miserable  failures.’  It  is  disheartening  to  observe 
that  practically  all  teenagers,  both  boys  and  girls,  are  confirmed 
cigarette  smokers  before  they  leave  school.  How  they  can  afford 
this  expensive  habit  is  a mystery.  Films  depicting  the  horrors 
associated  with  lung  cancer  are  being  shown  in  the  schools  by 
education  authorities,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  home  to  school 
children  the  dangers  of  smoking.  Let  us  hope  that  some  good 
will  come  from  these  efforts  to  persuade  the  younger  generation 
to  stop  this  habit  from  getting  a hold  on  them. 

There  are  other  contributory  factors  which  may  well  exert 
a carcinogenic  influence  on  the  lung.  The  air  we  breathe  in  in- 
dustrial areas  is  filthy  with  soot  from  both  domestic  and  works 
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chimneys.  The  ever  increasing  number  of  cars  and  heavy  motor 
lorries  belching  forth  poisonous  fumes  is  a constant  menace  to 
health.  Only  smoke  control  enforcement  will  improve  this  state 
of  affairs. 


TABLE  5. 

DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Stomach  

18 

10 

28 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

26 

3 

29 

Breast 

8 

8 

Uterus 

5 

5 

Others 

39 

30 

69 
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TABLE  6. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  A 
Males. 

ges. 

Females. 

Total. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

7 

2 

9 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria  

6. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

8. 

Measles 

19. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

18 

10 

28 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

26 

3 

29 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

6 

5 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

39 

30 

69 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

60 

70 

130 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

66 

44 

no 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

6 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

35 

58 

93 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

14 

27 

22. 

Influenza 

7 

5 

12 

23. 

Pneumonia  

21 

14 

35 

24. 

Bronchitis 

27 

8 

35 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

10 

2 

12 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

3 

8 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

6 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

36 

23 

59 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

8 

2 

10 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

8 

7 

16 

35. 

Suicide 

5 

2 

7 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

..... 

— 

Totals 

411 

328 

739 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  should  be  notified 
to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon  as  suspected, 
so  that  investigations  can  be  carried  out  to  confirm  the  presence 
of  the  infection  and  at  the  same  time  steps  can  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  any  infection  discovered.  This  is  very  important 
in  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery  for  these  are  tending 
to  increase  in  number. 

There  was  a total  of  205  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
as  compared  to  873  in  1961,  and  688  in  1960.  During  both  of 

12 


the  preceding  years  there  were  severe  epidemics  of  Measles. 
However,  in  1962,  Measles  cases  were  comparatively  few,  hence 
the  large  fall  in  the  number  of  infectious  diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a total  of  1.3  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified.  They 
were  all  mild  cases  occurring  in  children,  so  none  required  hospital 
treatment. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Only  two  cases  were  notified  as  compared  to  4 in  1961. 
Whooping  Cough  has  been  almost  eliminated  by  the  immunising 
of  every  baby  against  the  disease.  In  contrast  to  this  we  find 
that  in  1950  there  were  165  cases  of  Whooping  Cough.  This 
shows  the  progress  that  has  been  made  since  then. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  a total  of  67  cases  of  Measles  notified  as  compared 
to  701  cases  in  1961,  when  there  was  a severe  epidemic.  Most 
of  the  children  affected  were  under  9 years  of  age.  None  had 
to  go  to  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA. 

There  was  a total  of  6 cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  as  compared 
to  22  cases  in  1961.  Two  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

DYSENTERY. 

There  was  a total  of  51  cases  of  Dysentery  notified  as  com- 
pared to  55  cases  in  1961. 

The  1962  outbreak  mainly  affected  children  attending  the 
Bwlchgwyn  School,  and  also  the  Staff.  The  outbreak  occurred 
in  the  spring  months  and  it  took  three  months  to  clear  it  up. 

Three  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION. 

One  child  only  was  notifed  as  suffering  from  this  infection. 
She  was  a child  of  15  months  who  unfortunately  died  in  hospital. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

There  was  a total  of  6 cases  notified,  of  which  5 occurred 
in  hospital. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

Only  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  in  our  district 
during  1962.  This  was  a mild  case  in  a young  adult.  This 
speaks  well  for  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  and  purity  of  the 
food  maintained  in  the  district. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  was  a total  of  58  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
as  compared  to  52  cases  in  1961,  which  shows  an  increase  of  6. 
39  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  If  we  probe  further  back 
we  find  that  61  cases  occurred  in  1960  and  80  cases  in  1959,  so 
that  there  has  been  a definite  improvement  during  the  last  three 
years. 

The  cases  included  52  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  while  6 
were  non-pulmonary. 

Of  the  pulmonary  cases,  34  were  men  and  18  women  ; of  the 
non-pulmonary  cases,  5 were  women  and  one  man. 

There  were  9 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during 
the  year. 
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TABLE  7. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 
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TABLE  8. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Measles  

Pulmonary  T.B 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Dysentery 

Pueperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia 
Food  Poisoning  


Totals 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

13 

2 

..... 

67 

52 

38 

9 

6 

1 

..... 

1 

1 

1 

51 

3 

6 

5 

6 

2 

35 

1 

205 

50 

45 

TABLE  9. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Pulmonary  T.B 

Non-Pulm  T.B 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia 
Food  Poisoning 


Totals 


Un- 

der 

1 

year 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

+ 

Aqe 

un- 

known 

Tot. 

3 

8 

2 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

21 

17 

21 

2 

2 

67 

T 

3 

1 

1 

6 

40 

62 

1 

1 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1 

3 

35 

61 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

4 

6 

1 

1 

5 

26 

26 

38 

8 

11 

66 

37 

206 

16 


TABLE  10. 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  ARRANGED 
ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmon  ary 

Total 

Males 

1 Females 

Males 

Females 

Under  i year 

I 

_ 

I 

I — 4 years 

I 

2 

— 

— 

3 

5 — 9 years 

I 

— 

— 

I 

2 

lo — 14  years 

— 

I 

I 

— 

2 

15 — 19  years 

3 

— 

— 

3 

20 — 24  years 

2 

I 

— 

— 

3 

25 — 34  years 

5 

5 

— 

— 

10 

35 — 4,4  years 

2 

5 

— 

I 

8 

45 — 54  years 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

55 — 64  years 

10 

2 



3 

15 

65  and  over 

6 







6 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

34 

18 

I 

5 

58 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE. 

Preventive  measures  are  chiefly  aimed  at  finding  the  sources 
of  infection  by  means  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service,  and  also 
by  increasing  resistance  to  the  disease  by  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

The  visits  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  are  shown  in 
the  accompanying  records  of  the  visits. 


TABLE  11. 

WELSH  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE. 

Details  of  Mass  Radiography  Survey  carried  out  during  1962. 


Place. 

Total  Number  Examined. 

Males. 

Females. 

Air  Products  Limited, 
Acrefair 

162 

30 

Lindisfarne  College, 
Wynnstay  Hall, 
Ruabon 

158 

33 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping 
Cough,  is  now  carried  out  at  one  operation,  which  is  commenced 
at  about  the  age  of  four  months.  A course  of  three  injections 
is  given  at  monthly  intervals.  These  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  from  the  private  pract- 
itioners. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  numbers  who  were  im- 
munised. 

Since  the  practise  of  immunisation  in  this  district,  no  cases 
of  Diphtheria  and  very  few  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  have  oc- 
curred during  the  past  10  years.  However,  outbreaks  of  Diph- 
theria have  occurred  in  other  places,  which  shows  the  urgent 
necessity  of  keeping  the  infant  population  immunised. 

The  percentage  should  not  fall  below  75  per  cent  for  safety. 


TABLE  12. 
IMMUNISATION. 


Number  of  Persons  Immunised  during  1962. 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation. 


Primary  Doses.  0 — 1 yr. 


1 — 4 yrs. 


5 — \4:yrs.  plus  yrs. 


Diphtheria  497 

Wlxooping  Cough  488 
Tetanus  476 


117 

116 

107 


2 

1 

4 


Boosters 


0 — 4:  yrs.  5 — 14  yrs.  16  plus  yrs. 
470  12  — 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX. 

Owing  to  alarming  outbreaks  of  Small  Pox,  due  to  the  arrival 
of  infected  persons  by  air  from  abroad,  there  was  a rush  for  vac- 
cination, almost  amounting  to  panic  ; consequently  the  numbers 
vaccinated  at  all  ages  were  greatly  increased. 

Many  persons  going  abroad  on  holiday  or  business  had  to  be 
vaccinated  to  comply  with  foreign  regulations.  There  was,  at 
one  time,  a threat  of  a shortage  of  vaccine,  hence  it  follows  that 
it  is  wiser  to  be  prepared  and  get  vaccinated  before  an  outbreak 
of  Small  Pox  occurs. 

A total  of  2170  children  and  a total  of  2729  adults  were 
vaccinated,  making  a grand  total  of  4899.  This  shows  a marked 
contrast  to  1961,  when  418  children  were  vaccinated  and  66 
adults,  making  a grand  total  of  484.  This  contrast  shows  the 
effects  of  a Small  Pox  scare. 
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TABLE  13. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX. 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  during  1962. 


0 — 1 yy. 

Primary  Vaccin- 
ations 521 

Re-vaccinations  — 


1 — iyys.  5 — Idy/s.  15  plus  yys. 

374  984  1071 

14  277  1658 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

The  oral  method  of  giving  Polio  Vaccine  was  commenced 
on  1st  April,  1962,  and  injections  ceased  to  be  given.  The 
method  employed  was  to  give  young  babies  3 drops  in  syrup  on 
a spoon,  at  intervals  of  a month,  while  older  children  and  adults 
were  given  3 drops  on  lump  sugar.  The  course  included  3 monthly 
doses,  and  the  age  limits  were  the  same,  being  6 months  to  40 
years. 

The  oral  method  is  naturally  far  more  popular  than  in- 
jections, but  the  actual  numbers  receiving  treatment  did  not 
show  any  rise,  probably  because  a large  number  of  the  population 
had  already  completed  their  treatment. 

The  numbers  vaccinated  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table. 


TABLE  14. 

VACCINATIONS  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  during  1962. 


0 — 4:yrs.  5 — \4:yrs.  15 — 24yrs.  25 — dOy/'s.  Other 


Received  2nd 
Injection 

77 

16 

26  59  11 

Received  3rd 
Injection  Total 

of 

258 

Received  4th 
Injection  Total 

of 

2 

Received  one  oral 
after  two 

Injections  Total 

of 

2248 

Received  one  oral 
after  three 
Injections  Total 

of 

343 

0 — 1 yr. 

1 — 4yrs. 

5 — 14  yrs.  15 — 24y/s 

Received  3 orals 

224 

190 

51  37 

25 — 4:0  yrs.  Others. 

144  40 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  becomes  more  valuable  from  year 
to  year,  and  was  particularly  appreciated  during  the  hard  winter 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  many  old  people  could  not  get  out. 

One  old  couple,  living  in  a private  bungalow  of  their  own, 
were  completely  frozen  up  and  without  water  or  toilet  facilities 
and  were  reluctant  to  go  to  a Home.  However,  conditions  were 
becoming  desperate  due  to  lack  of  water  and  consequent  dirt- 
iness, and  the  lack  of  hygienic  arrangements,  when  a veritable 
‘gem’  of  Home  Helps  arrived  at  the  home  and  had  every  problem 
solved  in  no  time.  These  good  ladies,  by  their  hard  work  and 
understanding,  enable  many  old  people  to  remain  in  their  horries, 
who  would  otherwise  have  to  go  to  Institutions  for  care  and 
attention. 

The  accompanying  Table  shows  the  number  of  Home  Helps 
employed  in  our  district. 


TABLE  15. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

No.  of  Cases. 


Tuberculosis  6 

Midwifery 21 

Chronic  225 

Others  45 

No.  of  Home  Helps  Employed  82 


TABLE  16. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

1.  GENERAL 

(a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 


Hospital  : 201  Beds 

(b)  Maelor  General  Hospital 

Emergency  Unit  168  Beds 

Isolation  Unit  20  Beds 

Geriatric  Unit  74  Beds 

Children’s  Unit  43  Beds 

2.  MATERNITY  CASES. 

Maelor  General  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit).  87  beds. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Llangollen  (10  gen.  beds 

( 9 mat.  beds. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Chirk  (26  gen.  beds. 

( 8 mat.  beds. 
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3.  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  & Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 


Hospital,  Gobowen.  418  Beds 

4.  TREVALYN  HALL  55  Beds 


CLINICS. 

1.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

These  are  established  in  the  following  areas  ; 

Broughton  Brymbo  Cefn 

Coedpoeth  Gresford  Holt 

Johnstown  Llay  Rhos 

Rhosrobin  Rhostyllen  Rossett 

Ruabon  Southsea  Froncysyllte 

Trevor 

2.  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  held  at  Cefn  (The  Clinic)  and  Wrexham 
(War  Memorial  Hospital). 


NURSING  SERVICES. 

1.  GENERAL  AND  MIDWIFERY. 

District  Nurse/Midwives  and  District  Nurses  for  the 
home  visiting  of  the  sick  and  for  maternity  cases  are 
provided  in  the  following  areas  : — 


Brynteg  2 

Brymbo  1 

Broughton  1 

Bwlchgwyn  1 

Cefn  2 

Gresford  1 

Garth  1 


Holt  1 

Gwersyllt  2 
Llay  2 

Rhos  3 

Rhostyllen  1 
Ruabon  1 
Penycae  1 


2.  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  11  Health  Visitors  (who  are  also  School 
Nurses)  employed  in  the  rural  district  on  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  work. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  distiribution  of  ambulance  stations  and  ambulances  in  the 
District  is  as  follows  : 

Station  No.  of  Ambulances  County  owned  Voluntary 

Rhos  2 II 

Cefn  2 II 

Besides  the  above,  however,  full  cover  is  provided  by  stations 
at  Wrexham,  Chirk  and  Llangollen. 

Some  of  the  County  owned  Ambulances  are  now  equipped  with 
Stephenson’s  Minuteman  Rescusitators  and  Oxygen. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  Wireless  Control  became  an 
established  feature  of  the  Ambulance  Service  and  this  has  speeded 
up  the  response  to  calls  upon  the  service. 
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RAINFALL. 

We  are  supplied  each  year  with  the  rainfall  figures  taken  at 
Packsaddle  by  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water 
Company,  to  whom  I am  extremely  grateful. 

There  was  a total  of  31.03  inches  of  rain  during  1962  as 
compared  to  32.17  in  1961  and  44.36  in  1960.  There  have  been 
three  wet,  miserable  summers.  During  1962,  June  was  the 
driest  month,  while  January  was  the  wettest. 

TABLE  17. 

RAINFALL  FIGURES  TAKEN  AT  PACKSADDLE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1962. 


Rainfall 

Month 

{inches) 

January 

4.44 

February 

2.04 

March 

1.36 

April 

3.25 

May 

3.25 

June 

0.82 

July 

1.77 

August 

2.96 

September 

3.42 

October 

1.21 

November 

2.64 

December 

3.87 

Total  31.03 

HOUSING. 

There  was  a total  of  7,037  council  houses  in  our  district  at 
the  end  of  1962,  of  which  117  had  been  erected  during  the  year. 
There  were  also  134  private  houses  erected  in  this  period. 

Of  the  council  houses,  31  bungalows  with  one  bedroom  were 
built  for  old  people  and  are  in  great  demand.  These  are  ideal 
for  old  persons  and  help  to  reduce  the  accident  rate  from  falls, 
as  they  are  provided  with  all  the  accident-preventing  devices. 
Bungalows  arranged  in  groups,  with  a warden  and  an  alarm 
system,  are  much  to  be  recommended,  so  that  old  people  can  get 
help  during  sudden  illness  or  accident. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

Overcrowding  is  still  prevalent  in  both  private  and  council 
houses,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  council  houses  to  relieve  this 
state  of  affairs. 

Nothing  is  worse  than  overcrowded  conditions  to  fray  the 
nerves,  consequently  nervous  breakdowns  frequently  occur,  part- 
icularly amoung  the  housewives  who  have  to  stand  the  strain. 
Domestic  strife  is  a common  result  with  consequent  break-up  of 
the  family. 

Furthermore,  these  conditions  make  families  in  need  an  easy 
prey  for  the  owners  of  substandard  houses.  Many  of  these  are 
let  as  furnished  rooms  at  exhorbitant  rents  for  one  room  up  and 
down,  and  no  modern  conveniences.  Families  of  six  persons  are 
being  forced  to  live  under  these  distressing  conditions  and  at 
present  we  can  do  little  to  prevent  it. 

TABLE  18. 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

Council 

Council 

Private 

of  Council 

Dwellings 

Dwellings  in 

Houses 

Parish.  Dwellings 

erected  in 

course  of  erec- 

erected 

at  31.12.62. 

1962. 

tion  31.12.62. 

during 

1962. 

Abenbury  

2 

Conver- 

sions. 

Houses. 

I Bdm. 
Bungs. 

Houses. 

I Bdm. 
Bungs. 

Allington  

165 

I 

Bersham  

435 

17 

14 

II 

8 

12 

Bieston 

4 

Broughton 

852 

8 

20 

4 

Brymbo 

435 

2 

Burton 

41 

2 

2 

Cefn 

876 

I 

20 

7 

30 

12 

7 

Erbistock  

18 

I 

Esc.  Above 

4 

I 

Esc.  Below 

366 

I 

46 

5 

Gresford 

136 

2 

Gwersyllt  

979 

10 

10 

6 

Holt 

71 

3 

Isycoed 

12 

Llan.  Rural 

229 

2 

9 

28 

Llay 

356 

6 

15 

Marchwiel  

105 

10 

Minera 

91 

I 

I 

I 

Penycae 

598 

22 

3 

6 

Rhos 

861 

2 

27 

Ruabon 

391 

5 

Sesswick  

10 

2 

Totals 

7037 

6 

80 

31 

120 

32 

134 

23 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1962. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  on 
the  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  for 
the  year  1962. 

Mr.  Bryn  Jones  returned  from  H.M.  Forces  to  resume  his 
appointment  as  Junior  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  remained 
with  us  until  November,  when  he  obtained  a position  as  Public 
Health  Inspector  with  the  Metropolitan  Borough  of  Shoreditch. 

Mr.  Maurice  Hughes,  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector,  gained 
his  professional  qualification  and  was  appointed  Junior  Public 
Health  Inspector.  He  also  left  in  December  to  take  up  an  appoint- 
ment as  Public  Health  Inspector  with  the  Borough  of  Wimbledon, 

Both  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hughes  were  pupils,  trained  in  this 
Department,  and  the  vacancies  caused  by  their  leaving  have  not 
yet  been  filled. 

Mr.  John  Morgan  left  the  service  of  this  Council  in  March  to 
take  up  a similar  appointment  in  his  native  county  of  Anglesey, 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Williams  was  appointed  in  his  place  and  commenced 
his  duties  in  April,  1962. 

During  the  year  140  houses  were  condemned  and  229  prop- 
erties demolished  showing  an  improvement  on  previous  years  in 
the  work  of  slum  clearance. 

Houses  were  erected  on  the  re-development  site  at  Rhos- 
ymedre  during  the  year  but  the  re-development  area  at  Ponciau 
has  not  been  commenced. 

As  in  former  years,  meat  inspection  has  made  heavy 
demands  on  the  Inspector’s  time,  and  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  5,000 
on  1961. 

Three  new  modern  vehicles  were  purchased  for  the  cleansing 
service,  and  these  have,  to  some  extent,  improved  the  service, 
although  it  is  still  proving  difficult  to  recruit  suitable  labour  for 
this  type  of  work. 

It  is  hoped  that  a Paper  Sack  system  of  refuse  collection  will 
be  in  operation  in  certain  parishes  in  1963. 
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No  progress  has  been  made  regarding  Smokeless  Zones  but 
improvements  have  been  obtained  in  the  reduction  of  smoke 
from  factory  chimneys. 

The  routine  duties  of  the  Department  have  shown  satis- 
factory results  in  the  improvement  of  many  business  premises 
and  food  manufacturing  establishments,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
trend  towards  a higher  standard  of  hygiene  will  continue. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  con- 
fidence and  support. 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  co-operation  received  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  and  Solicitor  and  other 
Chief  Officers. 

In  conclusion,  I would  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  continued  loyalty  and 
support  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Department. 

I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


S.  DAVIES, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  Table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  19. 

HOUSING: 

No.  of  houses  re-roofed  1 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Roofs  30 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Walls  24 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Doors  8 

No.  of  houses  repaired — Lighting  9 

No.  of  houses  otherwise  treated  to  prevent  dampness  16 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  renewed  2 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  repaired  9 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  pavements  in  back  yards  2 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  ventilated  food  stores  2 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  kitchen  grates  6 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  washing  boilers  1 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  baths  and  hot  and  cold  water  systems  3 
No.  of  visits  re  Council  House  Applicants  1679 

DRAINAGE : 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  (Drains)  26 

No.  of  new  cesspools  constructed  1 

No.  of  new  septic  tanks  constructed  1 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  4 

No.  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises  20 

No.  of  drains  repaired  or  improved  16 

No.  of  Inspection  Chambers  constructed  8 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES: 

No.  of  new  water  closets  provided  6 

No.  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns 16 

No.  of  old  water  closets  repaired  19 

No.  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets  — 

No.  of  privies  repaired  — 

No.  of  new  earth  closets  and  privies  1 

No.  of  portable  ashbins  provided  86 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

No.  of  old  premises  supplied  ....„  2 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  by  Owners  4 

No.  of  service  pipes  repaired  by  Water  Co 132 

LICENSED  PREMISES: 

No.  of  visits  to  Licensed  Premises  19 

No.  of  Licenced  Premises  improved  10 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved  9 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  178 

No.  of  workshops  repaired  2 

No.  of  workshops  cleansed  on  notice  — 

No.  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  provided  2 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  improved  2 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 

No.  of  Food  Premises  improved  4 

No.  of  visits  to  Food  Preparation  Premises  118 

No.  of  visits  to  Canteens  2 

No.  of  visits  to  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  3 

No.  of  visits  to  Fish  and  Chips  Shops  42 

No.  of  visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  20 

No.  of  visits  to  Bakehouses  24 

No.  of  Bakehouses  repaired  — 

No.  of  Bakehouses  cleansed  on  notice  — 


SHOPS  ACT: 

No.  of  visits  and  inspection  150 

No.  improved  2 

No.  of  sanitary  conveniences  provided  2 

MEAT  INSPECTION: 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  2553 

No.  of  visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls  77 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT: 

No.  of  observations  taken  104 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES: 

No.  of  visits  to  Knackers  Yards  114 

CLERICAL  WORK: 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  issued  719 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  702 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  13 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  6 

Total  No.  of  Vi.sits  and  Inspections  18,978 


HOUSING. 

Since  1952,  the  Council  has  dealt  with  1468  houses  under 
their  Slum  Clearance  programme.  140  houses  have  been  dealt 
with  during  1962,  showing  an  increase  of  41  houses  over  1961. 
The  number  of  houses  condemned,  as  in  previous  years,  was  still 
governed  by  the  Council’s  building  programme. 

During  the  year,  a number  of  Grade  4 houses  have  been  fully 
re-conditioned  and  brought  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  and  this  has  in  some  way  alleviated  housing 
conditions  in  the  area.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  more  property 
owners  should  be  encouraged  to  improve  these  low  grade  houses, 
provided  they  can  be  brought  up  to  the  required  standards  and 
that  they  are  not  in  any  proposed  re-development  area. 

During  1962,  the  Council  did  not  provide  any  houses  spec- 
ifically for  general  purpose  needs.  31  O.A.P.  Bungalows  were 
erected,  however,  but  many  of  these  were  let  to  people  from  con- 
demned houses,  leaving  very  few  to  meet  the  needs  of  applicants 
not  residing  in  sub-standard  properties. 

It  is  disappointing  that  the  re-development  of  Ponciau  has 
not  yet  commenced,  but  it  is  hoped  that  1963  will  see  this  scheme 
successfully  launched. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  erection  of  private  houses 
has  increased  from  58  in  1961  to  134  in  1962,  and  this  must 
surely  reduce  the  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  in  the 
area. 

Houses  Demolished. 

229  houses  have  been  demolished  under  the  Council’s  Slum 
Clearance  scheme  during  the  year. 

Council  House  Tenancies. 

294  Council  dwellings  were  let  during  the  year,  208  being 
re-lets  and  the  remainder  new  property. 

1679  visits  of  investigation  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Department. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Although  we  have  a large  number  of  overcrowded  cases  in 
the  area,  w'e  have  no  exact  record  of  the  number  of  families 
concerned.  We  are  continually  interviewing  people  who  claim 
to  be  living  under  such  conditions,  and  if,  after  investigation,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  their  case  merits  consideration,  a rec- 
ommendation for  rehousing  when  suitable  accommodation  is 
available  is  submitted  to  the  Housing  Officer. 

Another  type  of  case  that  is  daily  brought  to  our  notice  is 
that  of  persons  living  in  apartments.  These  families  may  not 
be  living  under  overcrowded  conditions  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act,  but  the  fact  that  there  are  two  families  under 
one  roof  causes  a great  deal  of  friction  and  is  one  of  the  principle 
causes  of  the  breakdown  of  marriages. 

While  we  sympathize  with  these  families,  until  the  Council 
build  more  houses  for  general  purpose  needs,  very  little  can  be 
done  to  help  them,  as  they  can  only  be  considered  for  casual 
vacancies. 

STANDARD  AND  DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS. 

34  Standard  Grants  amounting  to  £3,13S  4s.  5d.  and  54 
Discretionary  Grants  amounting  to  £13,685  were  issued  during 
the  year. 

The  total  cost  of  the  proposed  works  carried  out  on  the 
properties  were  as  follows  : — 

Standard  Grants  £8,193  11s.  lid. 

Discretionary  Grants  £47,692  Os.  Od. 

Comparing  these  figures  with  those  for  1960  and  1961,  they 
show  a reduction  in  respect  of  both  types  of  grants, 
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standard  Grants.  Discretionary  Grants. 

1960  £11,183  £76,050 

1961  £10,241  19s.  Od.  £69,538  12s.  lOd. 

These  figures  are  very  disappointing  in  view  of  all  the  publicity 
given  to  this  scheme  in  the  press  and  on  T.V. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  this  type  of  publicity  has 
not  had  the  desired  effect  on  landlords,  the  Council  might  decide 
to  modernize  a block  of  property  and  when  the  necessary  work 
has  been  completed,  give  it  as  much  publicity  as  possible.  This 
might  induce  some  people  to  take  advantage  of  the  scheme. 

There  are,  however,  a number  of  owners  of  terraced  houses 
who  are  aged  and  depend  on  the  rents  for  their  livelihood  and 
are  unable  to  provide  the  necessary  capital  to  modernize  their 
properties.  In  these  cases,  the  Council  should  acquire  the  prop- 
erties whenever  possible,  and  re-condition  them,  thereby  raising 
the  housing  standards  in  the  area. 

It  is  disappointing  to  feel  that  in  the  year  1962,  a large 
number  of  houses  are  not  provided  with  the  modern  facilities 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  occupants,  and  pressure  is  being 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  to  make  such  facilties  com- 
pulsory. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

Only  one  application  for  the  cancellation  of  a Certificate  of 
Disrepair  was  received  under  the  above  act,  and  this  was  granted. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

121  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  properties  within  the 
Council’s  area,  36  from  properties  supplied  by  the  Wrexham  and 
East  Denbighshire  Water  Company  and  85  from  supplies  provided 
by  this  Council. 

All  the  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Lab- 
oratory Service,  Chester,  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  are  given  in  Table  20. 

The  Council  supplies  at  Sun  Bank  and  Pentredwr  have  again 
been  troublesome,  although  all  precautions  are  taken  by  the 
Council  to  prevent  pollution. 

The  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company  serve 
the  whole  of  the  Rural  District,  with  the  exception  of  Llantysilio, 
Sun  Bank  and  Pentredwr,  and  it  is  hoped  that  at  some  future 
date  these  will  also  be  served  by  the  Company. 
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TABLE  20.  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable 

No. 

Coliform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable 

No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  i) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company. 

I.  Brymbo  (19.1.62)  

Excellent. 

2. 

Brjmteg  (19.1.62)  

Excellent. 

3- 

Penycae  (26.1.62)  

Excellent. 

4- 

Ruabon  (26.1.62)  

Excellent. 

5- 

Bwlchgwyn  (8.2.62) 

Excellent. 

6. 

Cefn  Mawr  (9.2.62) 

Excellent. 

7- 

Froncysyllte  (9.2.62) 

Excellent. 

8. 

Garth  (23.2.62) 

Excellent. 

9- 

Acrefair  (23.2.62)  

Excellent. 

10. 

Cefn  Mawr  (16.3.62) 

Excellent. 

II, 

Garth  (16.3.62) 

Excellent. 

12. 

Johnstown  (30.3.62) 

Excellent. 

13- 

Froncysyllte  (30.3.62) 

Excellent. 

14. 

Brymbo  (30.3.62)  

Excellent. 

15- 

Broughton  (30.3.62) 

Excellent. 

16. 

Gwersyllt  (13.4.62) 

Excellent. 

17- 

Bwlchgwyn  (19.4.62) 

Excellent. 

18. 

Coedpoeth  (19.4.62) 

Excellent. 

19. 

Froncysyllte  (30.4.62) 

Excellent. 

20. 

Penycae  (25.5.62)  

Excellent. 

21. 

Acrefair  (16.6.62)  

I 

Satisfactory. 

22. 

Acrefair  (22.6.62)  

Excellent. 

23- 

Rhostyllen  (29.6.62) 

Excellent. 

24. 

Rhostyllen  (29.6.62) 

Excellent. 

26. 

Froncysyllte  (2.8.62) 

160 

present 

Unsatisfactory 
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TABLE  19.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued). 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable 

No. 

Coliform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable 

No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  I) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

26. 

Gresford  (13.8.62)  

Excellent. 

27. 

Froncysyllte  (18.3.62) 

180  + 

180  + 

Unsatisfactory. 

28. 

Froncysyllte  (23.8.62) 

180  + 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

29. 

Trevor  (15.9.62) 

Excellent., 

30. 

Acrefair  (15.9.62)  

I 

Satisfactory. 

31- 

Penycae  (22.9.62)  

Excellent. 

32. 

Acrefair  (28.9.62)  

Excellent. 

33- 

Cefn  Mawr  (12.10.62) 

Excellent. 

34- 

Gresford  (8.11.62)  

Excellent. 

35- 

Acrefair  (7.12.62)  

Excellent. 

36. 

Burton  (10.12.62)  

Excellent. 

Wrexham  Rural  District  Council 
Water  Supplies. 
Pentredwr  Supply. 

I.  Pentredwr  (19.1.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

2. 

Pentredwr  (26.1.62) 

Excellent. 

3- 

Pentredwr  (2.2.62) 

Excellent. 

4- 

Pentredwr  (9.2.62) 

Excellent. 

5- 

Pentredwr  (23.3.62) 

Excellent. 

6. 

Pentredwr  (30.4.62) 

Excellent. 

7- 

Pentredwr  (19.5.62) 

I 

I 

Unsatisfactory. 

8. 

Pentredwr  (25.5.62) 

25 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

9- 

Pentredwr  (1.6.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

10. 

Pentredwr  (2.6.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

II. 

Pentredwr  (8.6.62) 

8 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

12. 

Pentredwr  (22.6.62) 

50 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

13- 

Pentredwr  (29.6.62) 

180  + 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

14. 

Pentredwr  (4.7.62) 

160 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 
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TABLE  20.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued). 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable 

No. 

Conform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable 

No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  i) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

15- 

Pentredwr  (4.7.62) 

160 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

i6. 

Pentredwr  (4.7.62) 

160 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

17- 

Pentredwr  (4.7.62) 

Excellent. 

i8. 

Pentredwr  (11.7.62) 

90 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

19. 

Pentredwr  (11.7.62) 

8 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

20. 

Pentredwr  (11.7.62) 

35 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

21. 

Pentredwr  (11.7.62) 

Excellent. 

22. 

Pentredwr  (18.7.62) 

13 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

23- 

Pentredwr  (18.7.62) 

Excellent. 

24- 

Pentredwr  (18.7.62) 

160 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

25- 

Pentredwr  (18.7.62) 

2 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

26. 

Pentredwr  (26.7.62) 

Excellent. 

27. 

Pentredwr  (26.7.62) 

Excellent. 

28. 

Pentredwr  (26.7.62) 

3 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

29. 

Pentredwr  (26.7.62) 

2 

Satisfactory. 

30. 

Pentredwr  (2.8.62) 

I 

Satisfactory. 

31. 

Pentredwr  (2.8.62) 

Excellent. 

32. 

Pentredwr  (2.8.62) 

Excellent. 

33- 

Pentredwr  (2.8.62) 

Excellent. 

34- 

Pentredwr  (10.8.62) 

Excellent. 

35- 

Pentredwr  (24.8.62) 

17 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

36. 

Pentredwr  (31.8.62) 

11 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

37- 

Pentredwr  (7.9.62) 

35 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

38. 

Pentredwr  (7.9.62) 

Excellent. 

39- 

Pentredwr  (7.9.62) 

Excellent. 

40. 

Pentredwr  (22.9.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

41. 

Pentredwr  (28.9.62) 

Excellent. 
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TABLE  20.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued). 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable 

No. 

Conform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable 

No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  i) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

42. 

Pentredwr  (12.10.62) 

Excellent. 

43- 

Pentredvvr  (18.10.62) 

Excellent. 

44- 

Pentredwr  (27.10.62) 

Excellent. 

45- 

Pentredwr  (3.11.62) 

1804- 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

46. 

Pentredwr  (8.11.62) 

Excellent. 

47- 

Pentredwr  (8.11.62) 

50 

present 

U nsatisfactory . 

48. 

Pentredwr  (8.11.63) 

50 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

49. 

Pentredwr  (15.11.62) 

Excellent. 

50. 

Pentredwr  (29.11.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

51- 

Pentredwr  (7.12.62) 

Excellent. 

52. 

Pentredwr  (13.12.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

53- 

Pentredwr  (21.12.62) 

Excellent. 

Sun  Bank  Supply. 

I.  Sun  Bank  (19.1.62) 

3 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

2. 

Sun  Bank  (26.1.62) 

25 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

3- 

Sun  Bank  (2.2.62) 

30 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

4- 

Sun  Bank  (9.2.62) 

I I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

5- 

Sun  Bank  (23.2.62) 

Excellent. 

6. 

Sun  Bank  (16.3.62) 

Excellent. 

7- 

Sun  Bank  (23.3.62) 

Excellent. 

8. 

Sun  Bank  (27.4.62) 

Excellent. 

9- 

Sun  Bank  (19.5.62) 

Excellent. 

10. 

Sun  Bank  (8.6.62) 

Excellent. 

II. 

Sun  Bank  (22.6.62) 

7 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

12. 

Sun  Bank  (30.6.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactorj-. 

13- 

Sun  Bank  (10.8.62) 

Excellent. 
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TABLE  20.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued). 


Nature  of  Sample  and  where  taken 

Probable  I 
No. 

Coliform 
Bacilli 
per  100  ml. 

Probable  | 
No. 

Bact.  Coli 
(Type  i) 
per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

M- 

Sun  Bank  (24.8.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

15- 

Sun  Bank  (31.8.62) 

Excellent. 

i6. 

Sun  Bank  (7.9.62) 

Excellent. 

17- 

Sun  Bank  (22.9.62) 

Excellent. 

i8. 

Sun  Bank  (28.9.62) 

Excellent. 

19- 

Sun  Bank  (12.10.62) 

50 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

20. 

Sun  Bank  (18.10.62) 

13 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

21. 

Sun  Bank  (18.10.62) 

II 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

22. 

Sun  Bank  (27.10.62) 

Excellent. 

23- 

Sun  Bank  (3.11.62) 

6 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

24. 

Sun  Bank  (8.11.62) 

I 

Satisfactory. 

25- 

Sun  Bank  (15. 11.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

26. 

Sun  Bank  (29.11.62) 

3 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

27. 

Sun  Bank  (7.12.62) 

I 

Satisfactory. 

28. 

Sun  Bank  (13.12.62) 

Excellent. 

29. 

Sun  Bank  (21.12.62) 

3 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

Llantysilio  Supply. 

I.  Llantysilio  (26.1.62) 

Excellent. 

2. 

Llantysilio  (23.3.62) 

Excellent. 

3- 

Llantysilio  (4.5.62) 

I 

present 

Unsatisfactory. 

13  samples  of  water  from  farms  and  premises  situated  out- 
side the  areas  of  the  Water  Undertakers  were  also  submitted  for 
examination  as  to  suitability  of  the  supplies  for  domestic  pur- 
poses. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  are  10  premises  in  the  area  still  licenced  for  the  slaughter 
of  animals  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  year  a 100  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  again 
maintained  and  this  necessitated  2553  visits  to  slaughterhouses. 

Credit  must  be  given  to  our  Inspectors  who  carry  out  this 
essential  service,  as  it  is  necessary  that  this  inspection  takes  place 
on  7 days  per  week,  including  evening  duty. 

Although  there  are  10  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  area 
most  of  the  animals  are  slaughtered  in  one  slaughterhouse,  which 
practically  requires  the  service  of  a full-time  Meat  Inspector. 
The  meat  from  this  slaughterhouse  is  sent  to  Liverpool  and  other 
large  towns. 

In  addition,  this  slaughterhouse  is  the  centre  for  the  slaughter 
of  T.B.  re-actors  and  also  receives  a large  number  of  casualty 
carcases,  the  majority  of  which  are  condemned.  The  number  of 
T.B.  re-actors  slaughtered  at  this  centre  during  the  year  was  84. 

The  weight  of  meat  condemned  may  appear  alarming  in 
comparison  with  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  but  this  is 
due,  in  a large  measure,  to  the  number  of  casualty  carcases. 

The  Inspectors  pay  special  attention  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  Hygiene  Regulations  aaid  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
Regulations  in  all  slaughterhouses. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  practically  5,000  on  the  previous 
year. 

The  majority  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
pigs,  which  accounted  for  41,344. 

The  quality  of  the  animals  killed  for  consumption  in  the  area 
is  of  a high  standard,  and  very  little,  if  any,  cow  meat  is 
slaughtered  for  the  Butchers’  shops. 
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TABLE  21. 


Year  1962 

Cattle 

ex- 

clud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

3948 

2069 

404 

27,468 

41-344 

75.233 

Number  inspected 

3948 

2069 

404 

27,468 

41.344 

75.233 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

89 

436 

175 

185 

471 

1356 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

229 

421 

575 

4857 

6082 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

8.05 

41.42 

43-32 

2.77 

12.89 

9.89 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

35 

35 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

7 

880 

889 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

0.05 

0.34 

2.21 

1.23 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3 

3 

6 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  

3 

3 

6 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 



The  total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  was  122  tons,  15  cwts.,  2 qr.,  15J  lbs. 
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INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS. 

Frequent  requests  are  made  by  Food  Retailers  for  the  exam- 
ination of  foodstuffs  in  their  possession,  which  tliey  suspect  of 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  such  foodstuffs  which 
have  been  condemned. 


TABLE  22. 


Meat  

143 

tins. 

Soup  

23 

tins. 

Fish  

62 

tins. 

Tomatoes 

277 

tins. 

Peas  

102 

tins. 

Beans 

53 

tins. 

Carrots 

3 

tins. 

Beetroot 

8 

tins. 

Fruit  

595 

tins. 

Fruit  

6 

boxes. 

Milk  

43 

tins. 

Rice  Pudding  

33 

tins. 

FOOD  SAMPLING. 

The  Denbighshire  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  and  I must,  once  again,  thank  Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  Chief 
Inspector,  Weights  and  Measui'es,  for  the  following  information 
in  respect  of  formal  samples  taken  by  his  Department  in  our 
area  during  1962. 
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TABLE  23. 


A rticle. 

No. 

Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine, 
or  Sub- 
standard. 

Milk 

Ii6 

115 

I 

Butter  

7 

7 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Cheese  

I 

I 

Flour 

I 

I 

Bread 

I 

I 

Rice 

I 

I 

Cinnamon 

I 

I 

Tinned  Meat 

2 

2 

Meat  Paste 

2 

2 

Sausages 

6 

6 

Fish  Cakes 

I 

I 

Mustard 

I 

I 

Tinned  Peas 

I 

I 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

I 

I 

Salad  Cream 

I 

I 

Condensed  Milk  

I 

I 

Jam 

I 

I 

Sweets  

I 

I 

Honey  

I 

I 

Ice  Cream 

9 

9 

Ice  Lollies 

2 

2 

Custard  Powder  

I 

I 

Blancmange  Powder 

I 

I 

Soft  Drinks 

3 

3 

Beer 

4 

4 

Brandy  

2 

2 

Gin 

I 

I 

Liquid  Paraffin 

r 

I 

Hydrogen  Peroxide 

I 

I 

Olive  Oil 

I 

I 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

I 

I 

Totals 

176 

175 

I 

— 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  samples  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  from  your  area  during  the  year  it  will  be 
seen  from  the  above  Table  that  only  one  gave  any  cause  for 
complaint.  This  was  a sample  of  bottled  milk  which  was  certified 
to  be  very  slightly  deficient  in  fat.  The  producer-retailer  con- 
cerned was  visited,  advised  and  cautioned. 

In  addition  to  the  milk  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year,  fifty  samples  of  milk  taken  from  Schools 
and  Institutions  in  the  W.R.D.C.  area  were  tested  in  this  office 
by  the  inspectors.  All  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  up  to 
the  presumptive  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Reg- 
ulations. 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

There  are  72  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  for  human 
consumption  on  the  Council’s  Register,  a reduction  of  one  on  last 
year. 

118  visits  wore  paid  to  these  premises,  and  only  in  four  ins- 
tances was  it  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  owners 
to  certain  defects  which  existed  thereat.  Their  full  co-operation 
was  received  and  the  matters  dealt  with  to  our  satisfaction. 

FISH  FRYING. 

There  are  29  premises  on  the  Council’s  Register,  an  increase 
of  2 on  1961. 

These  premises  and  equipment  are  kept  under  constant 
supervision  and  are  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 

There  is  a total  of  40  Butchers’  Shops  on  the  Council’s 
Register,  an  increase  of  5 on  last  year. 

The  shops  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition  and 
only  in  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a notice  upon  the 
owner  to  carry  out  improvements.  This  notice  was  complied 
with. 

SHOPS. 

All  shops  in  the  area  are  regularly  visited  and  it  was  only 
necessary  to  serve  notices  for  improvements  in  respect  of  two 
premises. 

The  conditions  of  the  shops  in  the  area  have  improved  con- 
siderably. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  16  bakehouses  on  the  Council’s  Register,  3 premises 
having  been  discontinued  during  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  in  respect  of 
any  of  the  premises. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  Council’s  Register,  licenced 
to  store  and  sell  ice  cream  remains  223,  4 new  premises  having 
been  registered  during  the  year  and  4 discontinued. 

There  is  only  one  Ice  Cream  Manufacturer  in  the  district. 
All  the  other  retailers  obtain  their  supplies,  mostly  pre-packed, 
from  the  large  manufacturers. 

All  the  shops  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 
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20  sampifs  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  examination, 
tlio  results  of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1.  Grade  2.  Grade  3.  Grade  4. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  is 
181,  an  increase  of  7 on  1961  ; 17  new  factories  having  been 
registered  during  the  year  and  10  discontinued. 

These  factories  are  regularly  inspected  and  it  was  only  found 
necessary  to  serve  a notice  in  respect  of  two  premises. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  nature  of  the  factories. 


TABLE  24. 

Factory. 

Bacon  Factory 
Blacksmiths 
Boot  Repairers 

Bottling  Works  

Brickworks 

Cabin  Cruiser  Repairs 

Chemical  Works  

Chocolate  Manufacturers  

Coach  Builders 
Coal  Washing 
Collieries 

Cotton,  Weaving  and  Spinning 
Cycle  Shops 

Dairies  

Domestic  Products 
Dressmaking  and  Tailoring 
Electrical  Equipment 
Engineering  Repair  Workshops 
Firewood  Dealers 

Garages  

Gas  Works 
Industrial  Works 

Iron,  Steel  and  Metal  Manufacturers 
Joinery  (Upholstery  and  Undertaking,  Builders’ 

Shops  etc.)  

Laundries 
Lime  Works 
Millers  

Motor  Car  Safety  Belts  Manufacture 

Packing  Prepared  Foods  

Plastic  Toys 
Pre-cast  Concrete  Units 

Printers  

Sawmills 
Scrap  Dealers 
Seed  Dressing 

Slag  Handling  and  Scrap  Recovery  

Slaughter  Houses 
Stonemasons 

Tiled  Fireplaces  

Toilet  Rolls  Manufacture  


No.  on  Register. 

I 

4 
15 

I 

8 

I 

5 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

5 
2 

1 

3 

12 

2 
I 

47 

3 

I 

3 

17 

I 

I 

3 

I 


I 

4 
3 

5 
3 

I 

1 

10 

2 
2 

I 


181 
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TABLE  25. 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

I — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(I) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 
prosecuted 
(5)  ' 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  i,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities  

32 

22 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

165 

52 

2 

iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

2 

4 

2 

Totals 

*199 

78 

4 

♦This  figure  includes  bakehouses. 
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I — Cases  in  wliicli  DEFECl'S  were  toiind 

(If  defects  arc  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  “cases”). 


rarticulars 

(I) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
|stituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Re- 

medied 

(3) 

Ref 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

erred 
By  H.M. 

1 Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3.)  

Inadequate  Ventilation 
(S.4.)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.)' 

(a)  Insufficient  

2 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  

I 

Factory 

Closed 

1 

(c)  Not  seperate  for 
sexes 

I 

I 

I 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Outwork) 

Total 

4 

3 

4 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


D n 
to 

o -C 

s 


a 

o 

‘’P 

o 

IV 

(f) 


s| 

•M  (h 

o <L> 


o 


o 

& 

O 


'O 

c 


fl 

o 

u 

0) 

CO 


a 

o 

o 

<D 

C/) 


CO  C I 
4H  CU) 

-I 

oBif 

•So  3 


CO 

V 

0 CO 

S g 

Oh 


S' 

<u  cn  ■ 


O t/1 


Ph 

p. « 

P CO 


o g IP 
Ph'-^3 


be  •- 

-«  '3  ,S  o d 
6 “ >«  S 42  ,9  43 


P in  "O  g .3- 

■ p d\  ’*«' 


'll? 

o ^ ho 

• O 3 

^3  S 

O 


0)  .. . 

u +J 
;H  Q M 

P (D 

5TC/5  o 

>^M 


5'- 

o 


CJ 

4-> 

4) 

tub 

g 

3 

rt 


(i; 

u 

a 

a 

a 

rt 

bo 

g 

'C 

rt 

4) 


XJ 

G 

G 

be  bo 

S -S 
'S  s 

0)  rt 


>. 

Ih 

4) 


O 

X! 

a 

P 

XI 

a 

rt 

4) 

IH 

3 

’5 

Ih 

P 

a 


k4 

< 

H 

O 

H 


44 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

104  observations  of  smoke  emission  from  factory  chimneys 
in  our  area  have  been  taken  during  the  year,  and  where  the 
emission  has  been  excessive,  the  owners  have  been  contacted 
and  the  necessary  improvements  to  remedy  the  complaint,  carried 
out. 

The  majority  of  complaints,  however,  are  caused  by  chimneys 
not  under  our  control,  and  consultations  have  taken  place,  from 
time  to  time,  with  the  Alkali  Inspectors  with  a view  to  improve- 
ments being  carried  out. 

The  Council  have  not  seen  fit  to  declare  a Smokeless  Zone 
and  although  many  people  are  willing  to  modernize  their  grates, 
so  as  to  burn  smokeless  fuel,  they  are  not  encouraged  by  the 
Government  as  no  grant  allowance  is  made  in  these  cases. 

Surely,  anyone  who  is  willing  to  reduce  smoke  by  burning 
smokeless  fuel  in  their  domestic  fires,  should  be  encouraged,  and 
grants  allowed  in  the  same  way  as  housing  grants  are  allowed 
in  the  improvement  of  property. 

The  Council  now  have  five  gauges  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  results  obtained. 


TABLE  27. 


Tons  pollution  per  square  mile. 

Month. 

Rhosycoed 

Trevor 

New 

Broughton 

Broughton 

Acrefa 

ir  Cefn 

January 

— 

10.27 

13.88 

17.01 

29.25 

February 

— 

3.07 

No 

readings 

7.50 

No 

readings 

March 

— 

20.94 

8.55 

6.74 

16.17 

April 

— 

19.64 

7.45 

6.57 

15.81 

May 

— 

5.70 

11.19 

9.77 

23.91 

June 

— 

5.94 

6.06 

2.27 

8.64 

July 

— 

5.53 

5.56 

4.67 

8.00 

August 

— 

6.64 

6.72 

8.98 

8.71 

September 

— 

7.57 

5.27 

7.17 

5.90 

October 

— 

3.13 

4.07 

7.87 

6.44 

November 

8.41 

5.00 

2.09 

2.47 

5.64 

December 

9.44 

9.34 

10.67 

13.30 

15.14 
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TABLE  28. 


Rhosycoed  Site, 

Pentre 

Month 

Trevor 

Broughton 

January 

0.67 

0.75 

February 

0.54 

0.55 

March 

0.80 

1.08 

April 

0.77 

0.87 

May 

0.45 

0.58 

June 

0.34 

0.29 

July 

0.42 

0.79 

August 

0.23 

0.31 

September 

0.58 

1.13 

October 

0.47 

0.55 

November 

0.58 

1.63 

December 

1.57 

1.32 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT, 
1960. 

During  the  year,  16  site  licences  have  been  issued,  making 
a total  of  40  sites  in  the  rural  district. 

There  are,  at  present,  three  residential  sites,  which  are  not 
fully  occupied. 

There  appears  to  be  a growing  demand  for  holiday  caravans 
sites  and  applications  are  continually  being  received. 

Periodic  inspections  are  carried  out  with  a view  to  ascertain- 
ing that  the  licence  conditions  are  maintained  and  the  sites  kept 
in  a satisfactory  manner. 

PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  has  provided  39  dustbins  to 
private  properties,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  75(3)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

In  1961,  the  Council  acquired  a Dual-Tipper  Refuse  Collector 
and  during  1962  three  more  of  these  vehicles  were  purchased  for 
this  service. 

These  modern  vehicles  are  twice  the  size  of  the  vehicles 
previously  acquired  by  the  Council,  thus  saving  frequent  journeys 
to  the  tips,  and  thereby  improving  the  collection  service  in  areas 
where  they  are  used. 

The  number  of  days  lost  in  1962  was  1713,  while  the  number 
for  1961  was  2,065^,  thus  showing  a decrease  of  352^  days.  In 
spite  of  this  decrease,  however,  too  much  time  is  still  lost  through 
sickness  and  together  with  the  bad  weather  conditions  during 
the  winter  months,  causes  serious  ‘set-backs’  in  the  service. 
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It  still  remains  difficult  to  recruit  suitable  labour  for  tliis 
service,  and  during  the  year  9 new  men  were  employed  and  12 
men  left  the  service. 

The  Council  is  well  aware  of  the  strenuous  work  of  refuse 
collection  and  have  considered  the  provision  of  a ‘Paper  Sack 
Scheme’  in  lieu  of  the  heavy  galvanised  iron  ashbin  method. 
It  is  hoped  that  a ‘pilot  paper  sack  scheme’  will  be  in  operation 
in  1963. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  Council  work  a 5-day  week,  but  during 
the  winter  months  many  gangs  are  employed  on  Saturday  mornings 
in  an  attempt  to  reduce  accumulation  and  avoid  as  many  com- 
plaints as  possible  on  this  essential  service. 

Most  of  the  men  have  now  been  provided  with  waterproof 
clothing  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  1963  the  whole  complement 
will  be  provided  with  these  garments. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

There  are  eight  tips  in  the  district  for  the  disposal  of  house- 
hold refuse.  The  Council  employs  two  men,  with  two  machines, 
full-time,  in  an  effort  to  keep  these  tips  as  tidy  as  possible. 

The  Bray  Loader  travels  around  the  district  and  deals  with 
seven  of  the  tips,  and  the  Bristol  P.D.  44  Track  Tractor,  pur- 
chased during  the  year,  is  employed  fully  on  the  tip  at  Wood- 
ward’s Rock,  Rhosymedre.  This  tip  is  surrounded  by  Council 
Houses  and  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  fully  controlled. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  Council  would  have  acquired  this  tip 
during  the  year,  but  negotiations  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

Bryn  Malley  Tip  is  the  only  site  owned  by  this  Council  and 
negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  purchase  of  the  surrounding 
area,  which  will  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  tip. 

At  the  present  time,  the  land  owned  by  the  Council  makes 
it  necessary  for  tipping  to  be  deposited  in  deep  layers,  and  this, 
from  time  to  time,  results  in  fires  which  are  dufficult  to  ex- 
tinguish, but  when  the  adjoining  land  is  acquired,  it  will  be  possible 
to  carry  out  proper  controlled  tipping  on  this  site.  Until  such 
time,  however,  I am  afraid  there  will  be  complaints  received  of 
burning  refuse,  etc. 

It  is  our  aim  to  reduce  the  number  of  tips  in  the  area,  in 
order  that  controlled  tipping  can  be  properly  carried  out. 

Whenever  possible,  the  Council  should  own  the  refuse  tips, 
so  that  they  can  have  the  advantage  of  land  re-claimed,  and  it  is 
to  this  end  that  we  wish  to  acquire  Woodward’s  Rock  and  the  land 
surrounding  Bryn  Malley,  for  these  two  sites  will  serve  the  maj- 
ority of  the  parishes  in  the  Rural  District  and  when  completed, 
the  re-claimed  land  can  be  used  for  many  purposes. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  Council  employs  two  Rodent  Operators  full  time  on  this 
service.  There  is  also  a full  time  self-employed  operator  who 
deals  with  most  of  the  farms  and  a certain  number  of  the  factories 
in  the  area. 

The  public  are  very  ‘rat  conscious’  and  reports  of  infest- 
ations are  continually  received.  Due  to  this  prompt  notification 
and  our  immediate  attention,  the  majority  of  the  cases  are  found 
to  be  minor  infestations. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  a total  of  2,486  visits 
were  made,  involving  412  treatments.  Details  of  properties 
treated  are  given  in  Table  29. 

TABLE  29. 


Rats. 

Mice. 

Domestic 

Premises 

296 

69 

Business 

Premises 

35 

12 

Total 

331 

81 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Council’s  sewers,  sewerage 
works  and  refuse  tips  are  regularly  inspected  and  treated  where 
found  necessary. 

INFESTATION  BY  VERMIN. 

131  complaints  of  infestations  by  vermin  were  received  during 
the  year.  These  infestations  included  beetles,  ants,  earwigs, 
wasps,  etc.,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  bug 
infestations. 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 

There  are  two  premises  licenced  as  Knackers  Yards,  namely  : 

Tyddyn  Daniel,  Marchwiel.  (Clutton). 

Ffrwd,  Brymbo.  (Bond).. 

3 Horses  were  slaughtered  on  the  premises  and  99  carcases  of 
horses  were  received  at  the  premises. 

114  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  which  were,  at  all 
times,  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951. 

There  are  two  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act, 
namely  : — 

Remploy  Limited,  Trading  Estate  , Wrexham. 
Johnstown  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Johnstown. 

48 


S- 


■ -»i^l 


